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An Essay Concerning Humane Understanding
Book III
John Locke (1632 -1704)

This is the third book of John Locke's Essay on Human
Understanding. Book I was Neither Principles Nor Ideas Are
Innate. Book I I was Of Ideas and Book I I I is Of Words. Locke is
writing about the ideas we have in our minds and the things
they are to represent. What does it mean to define a thing?
What is an abstract idea? What is motion? What is essentia l to
me as an individual? What would an Engl ishman born in
Jamaica think about ice when he went to England for the first
time? What is a concrete term? Locke tackles many such
questions in this third book. Book IV is Of Knowledge and
Probabi l i ty. - Summary by Craig Campbel l
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AnEssayConcerningHumaneUnderstanding

BookIII

JohnLocke(1632-1704)

ThisisthethirdbookofJohnLocke'sEssayonHumanUnderstanding.
BookIwasNeitherPrinciplesNorIdeasAreInnate.BookIIwasOf
IdeasandBookIIIisOfWords.Lockeiswritingabouttheideaswe
haveinourmindsandthethingstheyaretorepresent.Whatdoesit
meantodefineathing?Whatisanabstractidea?Whatismotion?
Whatisessentialtomeasanindividual?WhatwouldanEnglishman
borninJamaicathinkabouticewhenhewenttoEnglandforthefirst
time?Whatisaconcreteterm?Locketacklesmanysuchquestionsin
thisthirdbook.BookIVisOfKnowledgeandProbability.-Summaryby
CraigCampbell
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